A brief account of the life and career of Wallace Edmund LaBerge (1927LaBerge ( -2013) is presented along with a compilation of his publications and taxa proposed. In total 326 publications and 1 family-group, 46 genus-group, and 206 species-group names are listed, as well as seven cases of eponymy.
In 1956, LaBerge moved to Ames, Iowa, where he worked as Assistant Professor in zoology at Iowa State University until 1959. Then, from 1959 to 1965, LaBerge moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, where he worked as Associate Professor in entomology at the University of Nebraska. There, his three children were born. In 1965, LaBerge finally moved to Champaign, Illinois, where on 1 September he joined the Illinois Natural History Survey (INHS) first as Associate Taxonomist and then as Professional Scientist (Fig. 2) . He remained at the INHS until his retirement in 1994. In addition to his primary positions he was also appointed as Adjunct Professor in entomology at the University of Illinois (1969) , and served as acting chief (1980) (1981) and section head (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) LaBerge contributed extensively to our understanding of New World bees. The majority of his publications are on the systematics of bees but some focus on his initial passion, ants, as well as wasps and diverse aspects of bee biology including pollination. He also wrote numerous reports on diverse organisms and topics (Appendix I). His revisions on Melissodes, and in particular, Andrena, the latter of which were published over many years beginning in 1964 and completed decades later, are simply outstanding. They include the study of a tremendous amount of material (nearly 170,000 specimens in total) that he carefully examined to understand morphological variations and species limits. Every single specimen bears an individual identification label and this material may be found in institutions throughout North America and, in fact, in many foreign repositories. This has allowed other researchers to keep track of the specimens he studied when confirming identifications, and particularly when testing species concepts and hypotheses. His descriptions are quite detailed and often well-illustrated with line-drawings, facilitating species identification of these diverse and taxonomically challenging genera. He made an amazing effort to record and analyze floral relationships, biogeographical patterns, as well as variation in some morphological characters for each species. Because of the depth and degree of detail in his work, he was able to stabilize the circumscription of many species in addition to the discovery of more than 100 new species in Andrena and 59 in Melissodes (Appendix II). A tremendous enhancement of his papers was made by the inclusion of keys to the numerous species, and these he sometimes corrected or updated in subsequent papers. In addition, he made attempts to understand the phylogenetic relationships of the spe-cies and subgenera of these lineages, a particularly challenging process for groups that are so diverse and sometimes quite homogeneous in many characters, and was among the few melittologists of the day coding characters for such analyses. Interestingly, several of the relationships he recovered and proposed have been corroborated by more recent anlyses (e.g., Dubitzky et al., 2010) . Amazingly, despite the amount of time required to tease out the complexities of genera such as Andrena and Melissodes, LaBerge was able to devote his energies and talents to other groups as well, producing equally important works such as that on Tetraloniella Ashmead (Apidae). LaBerge had also planned to work on other North American genera as evidenced by several manuscript names associated with specimens in insect collections. For example, he intended to revise the genus Anthidium Fabricius (Megachilidae) for North America with Elbert R. Jaycox , Professor of Apiculture and close colleague from the University of Illinois.
LaBerge was able to train and mentor several graduate students, among which were , 1988) . His students remember him as a quiet, kind, and honest man. One of them still remembers the day when he asked him to be his advisor in a systematic project. "He looked at me and told me: you are welcome to work with me, but you probably won't find a job". Definitely not the most encouraging start, but LaBerge was sincere about the difficult job market faced by professional systematists; however, he proved to be wrong because his students went on to successful careers. LaBerge was as committed to his students as he was to research. He helped them in any way he could to promote their academic and personal development and success. He knew the importance of mentoring and the impact this activity could have to future generations. For example, in another letter sent to Moure on 28 August 1970, LaBerge wrote: "A Columbian [sic] student, Adolfo Molina, came to me last year to learn something about bee systematics. He has since studied the classification of bees, learned to recognize the genera and studied the species of Xylocopa in our collection...I hope to cultivate Adolfo's interest in systematics before he returns to Columbia. It could be important to have a Melittologist collecting in that area".
No doubt that LaBerge was successful at cultivating Molina's interest in bees and in passing on his knowledge. Molina completed his Ph.D. by studying the phylogenetic relationships of some subgenera of Andrena using phenetic methods. Once back in Colombia, Molina became a professor at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Medellín, and facilitated early studies of the native bee fauna by assisting Guiomar Nates Parra, a honey bee geneticist who had also recently returned to Colombia and become interested in native bees (Gonzalez & Engel, 2013). Thus, arguably, the growing bee research that we see today with Colombia's rich bee fauna was in part inspired by LaBerge. The same may also be said for systematic melittology in Mexico as it was LaBerge who first cultivated the professional interests of Ricardo Ayala and assisted him in developing his start in bee taxonomy.
LaBerge was known as "Wally" by his friends and colleagues, and we can only concur that he was a person very willing to share his knowledge, kindly helping to identify specimens and sharing stories from his long career as a bee systematist. His academic standards were very high and once it became difficult for him to achieve such a standard due to health issues, he stopped publishing, focusing instead on his retirement and humanistic projects, such as Habitat for Humanity. His last publications on the systematics of Andrena were with Robbin W. Thorp, Professor Emeritus of the University of California, Davis. These contributions concluded a very long and important revision of the genus that began as a prodromus 41 years earlier. The publication from 2012 (Appendix I) was based on the identifications he had made years prior.
LaBerge was a committed Catholic and a member of the St. Patrick's Church community, where he was elected to the Parish Council and served as a Eucharistic minister. He was a devoted father and grandfather who played piano and enjoyed gardening, baking, and working at home. He also enjoyed nature and often took his family on road trips to Colorado, California, and North Dakota. LaBerge passed away peacefully at the age of 86 at Carle Foundation Hospital, Urbana, surrounded by family. He is survived by his brothers (Tom, Dick, and Donny), his sisters (Frances and Suzanne), his son (Daniel), two daughters (Lesle and Laura), and three grandchildren. Several bees have been named in honor of LaBerge, along with one leaf beetle and one mite (Appendix III). 
Publications of Wallace E. LaBerge
Here is compiled a complete list of the 326 known published writings of Wallace E. LaBerge. Included are numerous reports compiled by LaBerge and appearing in the Illinois Natural History Survey Reports. These reports indicate authorship on the back cover and also allude to unnamed contributors who presumably assisted the lead author(s) to varying degrees (either by providing ideas, information, or perhaps even entire paragraphs). Where more than one individual is specifically identified, we have included them as an author of the articles in the reports. 
